
Readiness & Success 

Michigan School Testing Conference 

February 20, 2015 



42.6% 

SAT test takers in the 

class of 2014 who met the 

SAT College & Career 

Readiness Benchmark 



Missed Opportunities 



The College Board Readiness & Success System 

+ Easier for students to 

navigate a path through high 

school, college and career 

+ Extraordinary, exclusive 

partnerships that deliver 

unprecedented benefits to 

students, educators, and 

states/districts  

Beyond tests. More opportunities. 



“What should I focus on?” 



+ The few things that matter most 

+ The work students are already doing in class 

+ Clear and open 

+ Useful benchmarks and consistent feedback 



8 Key Changes to the SAT 



*All subscores are tentative and subject to research.  



Connect to 
College 

Check-in and 
Focus 

Readiness 
Baseline 



Longitudinal Progress Monitoring 

+ This same concept will hold true for the Test and Cross-

Test Scores as well as Total Score. 

+ Section Scores will be placed on a vertical scale. 
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“How do I 

improve?” 





+ A supplement to great classroom instruction 

+ Removing barriers to high-quality practice 

+ Personalized practice plans 

+ Collaborating with teachers and the community 



“How can I take advantage 

of the best opportunities?” 



+ Access to an additional $180 million in 

scholarships 

+ AP Potential: Inviting students to take advantage 

of the opportunities they’ve earned 

+ Exam and college admission fee waivers 

+ SAT School Day 



Access Through Partnerships 



Access Through Partnerships 



This figure reflects participation among public high school 
students in the class of 2014.  

AP Potential 

PSAT/NMSQT results are the best 

predictor of a student’s potential to 

succeed in certain AP courses. From 

these results, educators can identify 

students with a high likelihood of 

succeeding in particular AP 

subjects. 
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SAT Fee Waivers SAT School Day 
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“How do I make 

sure what I do in 

high school 

prepares me for a 

career?” 



+ Planning tools that engage students in thinking 

about their future 

+ Delivering skills that matter for jobs of the future 

 





The College Board Readiness & Success System 

+ Easier for students to 

navigate a path through high 

school, college and career 

+ Extraordinary, exclusive 

partnerships that deliver 

unprecedented benefits to 

students, educators, and 

states/districts  

Beyond tests. More opportunities. 



SAT Suite of Assessments:  Additional Detail 

SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 



PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 SAT 

Draw fairly simple, one-

step conclusions spelled 

out clearly in the text 

Draw a more subtle 

inference to reach the right 

conclusion from a text 

Perform several steps to 

draw the right conclusion 

from a text 

Identify relationships based 

on multiple, fairly 

straightforward pieces of 

info stated in the text 

Infer somewhat more 

complicated relationships 

based on more subtle 

pieces of info stated in the 

text 

Infer more complex 

relationships from the text 

by piecing facts or incidents 

together 

Determine explicit meaning 

from the graphic or text 

Recognize trends in 

graphical data 

Synthesize information 

from a graphic and 

passage 

Grade Level Appropriate Reading 



Grade Level Appropriate Writing & Language 

PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 SAT 

Use punctuation effectively 

in simple contexts, such as 

using commas to separate 

items in a list 

Use punctuation effectively 

in somewhat challenging 

contexts, such as using a 

colon to introduce a list 

Use punctuation effectively 

in challenging contexts, 

such as using a semicolon 

to link independent clauses 

Edit straightforward 

sentences that pose some 

challenge, such as 

sentences with an 

introductory phrase 

Edit compound and 

complex sentences, 

including sentences with 

introductory phrases and 

clauses 

Edit syntactically 

challenging sentences, 

such as lengthy sentences 

that include several clauses 

Accurately incorporate 

basic information from 

graphics into a text 

Accurately incorporate 

somewhat detailed or 

nuanced information from 

graphics into a text 

Incorporate accurate, 

specific, and complex 

information from graphics 

into a text 

  



PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 SAT  

Many items requiring one 

or two steps to solve 

Many items requiring 2 or 

more steps to solve 

Emphasis on multi-step 

problems 

May require the use of 

common geometric 

equations 

May require the use of 

common geometric 

equations and spatial 

reasoning 

Requires the use of 

geometry concepts and 

reasoning 

Includes ratios, proportions, 

percents, introductory 

probability and statistics 

Requires comparing linear 

and exponential growth 

Includes statistics topics 

such as sampling and 

inferring correlation and 

causation form a research 

method 

May require the use of 

properties of right triangles 

to solve problems 

Requires the use of 

trigonometric relationships 

Requires the use of 

trigonometry 

Grade Level Appropriate Math 



Current SAT Example: Improving Sentences 

The library is older than it but still just as beautiful as the 

courthouse.  

 

(A) older than it but still just as beautiful as the courthouse  

(B) older and it is just as beautiful as the courthouse  

(C) older than the courthouse; it is just as beautiful as it  

(D) older than the courthouse but just as beautiful  

(E) just as beautiful as the courthouse and it is older than it  

 



Redesigned SAT Sample Item: Command of Evidence 

(Writing & Language Test) 



Current SAT Example: Essay 

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the 
assignment below. 

Some see printed books as dusty remnants from the preelectronic age. They 
point out that electronic books, or e-books, cost less to produce than printed 
books and that producing them has a much smaller impact on natural resources 
such as trees. Yet why should printed books be considered obsolete or outdated 
just because there is something cheaper and more modern? With books, as with 
many other things, just because a new version has its merits doesn’t mean that 
the older version should be eliminated. 

Assignment:  

Should we hold on to the old when innovations are available, or should we 
simply move forward? Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point 
of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples taken 
from your reading, studies, experience, or observations. 

 



Redesigned SAT Essay Prompt 

[Sample Passage here] 

(In this example , passage is adapted from “Why Literature Matters” by 

Dana Gioia. ©2005 by The New York Times Company. Originally published 

April 10, 2005.) 
 

1 

2 

3 



Current SAT Example: Math 



Redesigned SAT Sample Item: Math 



We plan to shift the benchmark approach with the launch of the 

redesigned assessments: 

 

+ SAT 

- Based on section scores (Evidence-Based Reading & Writing and Math) 

- Linked to success in specific entry-level, college credit courses  

 

+ PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, and PSAT/NMSQT: 

- Growth-based 

- Represents “on target” progress 

Benchmarks 
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8th Grade 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Fall PSAT 8/9 PSAT 8/9 PSAT/NMSQT PSAT/NMSQT SAT 

Spring PSAT 8/9 PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 SAT 

+ Detailed performance feedback connected to standards and instruction 

+ Monitor student progress towards college readiness over time 

+ Ability to track progress, diagnose, intervene, and accelerate 

+ Robust  cumulative and individual student reporting for instructional planning 

+ Khan Academy Practice to improve performance 

+ Access to career exploration and college planning tools 

+ Increased access to scholarship opportunities  

+ Planning for challenging courses, including Identifying students with AP Potential 

+ “All-In” and Apply to 4 supports for low-income students  

 

SAT Suite Implementation Models 
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collegeboard.org/michigan 
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Ordering PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10 and PSAT 8/9 
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For more information: 
Tricia Renner 
K-12 Chief, Midwest Region 
 
Office 847-653-4531 
Mobile 937-206-7537 
prenner@collegeboard.org 



Q&A 


